his  wont,   hastened   to   the temple, and there san,   one of his most ronowned hymns.   It begins:-
*In trouble and in weakness, and when pain Afflicts   I seek thy feet  and worship thee?'
The  result  was   that a divine   messenger   arri es with what   seems   to   have   been a golden chain of man    links, which renewed itself as the links, were broken off-  nd was thus an unfailing treasure, like the widow's cruise    f oil c This   he   gave  to   his   father   bidding   him   first    >ffer   a sumptuous   sacrifice to Siva    and then to supply tl s needs of all the devout inhabitants of Sri Kazhi.   The fat! 5r went home  rejoicing,   and the young devotee   proceedec   on his way,     worshipping   and   singing   sacred   hymns      to   the accompaniment  of  the  minstrel's   lute   (yazh),    a     every shrine.     These  hymns   are  rythmical   praises of tl ; God, all the names and with ail the attributes  an    forms Recognised in the Saiva books ; but they rarely conti  n anything worthy of special notice.8 The next incident of in srest is connected   with  the   town   of Dharmapufam,    wh re   his minstrel's    mother   and   other    relatives    dwelt.     There, surrounded by the admiring kindered,   the minstrel   played his  choicest  tunes,   and   sang over all the   lyrics • tat his had composed, while they exclaimed that his    leiody for   ever  sound   throughout   the world       N   w the Tamil word that signifies 'melody'   bears also the si. aifica-don   of renown.     Hearing  their   praises,   and   fea   ng to
